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Historic ChAteaux in the Loire Vallev
BlckdeRomLg

The lrB rewndhr iB rypnllly ieen r forum for dno$i0tr ol r!run Grorc hLr.ry lid.rhiredud. TlkiiieD.Lh
t iighr he lprbrridh h try $merhiisdiffend. Tleru h.r bar nrny od,iknlhinyl4 dealopsd rircush0d rh€
yo ithnr04sh.ol tin srendoid sh. ihid. li rhr ti.irh tkihdur .l rh. Lon.vllhyGi 6. n.nnlsnificri
.rrnpl* .1 Renok$m, corik dnd lelddlt|$ lto Mme o leu). il4q rien, n ! b !l ton ot th! Ch ldur ol rhl ton..

lhis summermy in lass ceL€brared $en50$
rvcddin! anhivcnxr! in Bclgium. Filicen

Thc d.ops ol rdinonlhch.lncmsglistcncd in thc
Lo*e ne sur snd rurned the lields i. eold Not

*rckrhcru. oking day ldps
i. medi.ul canlcs. ancient

cooked food se dhcdvdred

6nd Opa and Oma d nking
plaling c{rds ailh whocver
'fhe week sent by sat tooquickLyi sooi. ny
wiii. our rM kids and I were on .uf orn again.
Wc platrncd to meei some lrierds atacamp
\itc (toad Iuxurycamprrg: bar srimming pooL.
miniaruto !ol0 in thc Lonc vallcy ir fruDce.
We drore \oulh rhrodgh r beautiluL. rolling
countryside. J remember one expcricncc in
padiculxr h had bcen mining aDd dre sun *!s
comingoul. Thc ha! hadcstNasju$ in and the
nclds {trc subblu brokcn up b_ sunds orerccn
rRes. The sun rasaco0plc hou6liom senine.

llghi taD. Dor yellow, brighr.

wc met ourirlends in Iiance
rnd sot up rhe lcnG. ln tuc

lha( to! couLd lna Nck in.

covcrcd porch \!c.onrhe
otherhand. had hord*ed .
tent \hlch. we discovered.
.oold rcalnricallr orLy s ccp
No. Our tiicnds gm.iously

1r tu.ned our that the camp site ftntel.ut
bicr-des. \{e decid€do trkc rbikc rouol-rhc
locrlchitca0x. lf*c hamened ac$s arvi',ery
or No. $nruchthcblterl $t tbund amapthal
hrd becn mrdc$irhcrcliis in mind and which
.ompLeteLyb)pas*drlrn.inronds. Ihcrc
$e ree rens ignsby thes ideo f i l r eb i keF ths
poinrin-!ro$ard ocal siehs and aftrlctions. A
'nile ofc..nfields and hay shcks led us to our lisr
chakau. Chitcrd Chc!cm!.

A note regading hinoricxl cdnte\r: WhEn thc
french kines begn coniflctirg thc;h0gc



chAt€aux in thc Loito ValLey, the nobiLis- not
i,ntins oreven dari0g 'o be far fiom the seat
of pover foLlowed suit lhenpresrncc in $c
lush. fenilevrllcy begrn rftactins rheve6 best
landscapodcsigieN. Bl,the'niddleolthe 16fi
century. Kins FrancoG I hrd shifted $c ccnt$
of powerinFrancefronlhc Lonebackrorhe
ancicntcapitalal Paris. Wilhhim went dre great
iichitects, but the LoiE valloy.ominucd to be d€
place wheie do$ofrhe FEnch myllr.r prcfcrcd
to spcnd drc bulk ofllrejr rime. fheascension of
Kins Lolk XIV in $e middlc of(he lTrh.cnrlry
made teris ihe pemuent site lor sreat myxl
chdteaux when hc buill the Prlace of VcGailles

tne slme exte. or lor the lae 150 tca6, wiihodr
acqu ring thc smallendefect.

Iho inteiior o I rhe .haleru was opuleni. Thc
dinine oom featured 3,1 paintcd wood panck
depiciing.he siory ofCe6antcs Don Quixoie.
rhenmuc[ in voeue. ln thc Ams Room hune
suns.f rmoi gms and edged\caponsolcvcrt
varje!. Rtre plintinss ponnying c lr$i ca I
rhcdcr. many of *hose imnes were gilded
{ith gold Leal adomcdthcNalh. Ihc na$cr

The land on which the Chetcau Chcvcn)' si6
wasodlinally purchased by Honri Humulr.
C.nre de Chevemy and LieurenantCenenl!f
lne F,rnch amy in rhe elr y 1600s, Henrt\son
Philippe buiLt $e chat.r! berwccn 1624 and 1610.
The crftnt olener G the nraquis deVib.aye-
aLso Fd of$e HunuhfaniLy. chevenyna
prime cxample olthe Louis XIll cl.$i.al $ylc.
distingu ishcd by an extaordi nari l! stm metical
ntuhircclud. l6dclicatc toatdrcs $rnd outdue
to ft perrectshitenes ofns siores. xnich
were lransponed from lhe Boure qu.ries in fie
CherValley. The building work was put undcr
the di.edion oflhe mhitct. masterm6on md
scllpbr. Scques Bougier,sho was very *rll
known in hi5rime. Perhaps due to the fact rhal
Chevemysasbu i l ta l l  a lonce. ,ech6kau is
perfecrly presered: Chevemy has mai'nained



soie bridce which spanned
the rivcr Pcople waved at
us. Everyone was pleasant.

FrensltAnc can reldions

grac'ous and eager to ralk
to us. Their sensc dfdireciior. horvevor(or our
undelstand ing of thc language), Nas unvary ing ly

The Chiteau de Trou$alr was built du.ing thc
Remissance around 1450, fony yeanbellre
Columbus cpicloyrses. The feudal lord at
lhc tihe $as Roben,le Bugt squire ofKing
Fanck L The cha&ou\ trcnt faAade is sbonety
markcd by rhe $rle ssociared rvith rhe chaiea!
de Chambord:delicar.andclfin. On top ofrhc

m.r cnrdcc sar asm.llnoneVirgin. areplica
ola l5rh century xoodcn Virgin pEseNed ai
the Chdteau dc cheveny. fhererv$alsda
sundial on thc righ! hand rowcf srrounded by
an inscrifli.n in Ldin: Ultima rimej fuithoE_
caipc dicm, "Feard,e l6t hour. time flees, seiE
thedal Opposi& this wasa clock rvith ! slnEle

Thc orhcr la9lde w6 inthcayleofLouis XII
and n a nixture of $c cnd of lhe Corhic and the
beainning of rhe Renlissance. Thc nos beautitul
examplc oflhir mirture *son the doorofrhe
toser. forn,erly drc principal do.r of $e charan
which was movcd tiom the Fraryois I faqade by
Louis dc la Sau$aye becausc.fi15 smallsize.
On the doorscp was carved a s.lammdEi rhe
embledof FFngohl. AbovorhedoorrhereNas
an eng6vina. in Greck, ofasentencc.sffibcdro
the gener.l Thcniio.lcs "Small is$e house,
bui oh hox much hrppine$_ if it k 6 tlcd wirh

Thc ch,ilexu was furnkhcd wnh objcdrs selecled
from mdically dificre times !nd slylcs. Thc
rnosi rcmarlGblc picces of furnitorc $€re pefisps
a ldee amoife lrom skasbou.s dalins frod
1700 and a Louh XIII cabinersith marquetry of
jasnine nowe6. Bul thcr was 

"ho 
a vauh door

which came from lhe Chateau de Bury and dates
amto the French Renaisence. There,ononcof
rhe pihsles can be sscn rcpresentltions ofthe
insrruments oflhe Pa$ion sculpted enliclt l6m

We spcnt an entift dal on $c biotclcs. We
viritd Cha1eau de Bcrnreedd. anodcrofFranck
I s huntine lodgos. we sa* Chdreau de Chanbod
*ith its very dislinct French Renaiience
architectur. .nd Chdtcau Blois. home ro H.ri
lII s motherand manipula{or. Carherine de
Medici. We ako Nentto Chatcau Chatcaudh, a
Bre examplc of ferdal, gorhic and Renaissdce
archirecrure. ln all, thdc xft olcr i00 chireaux in
the Loie vaLl._v. Perhaps anothcr J]ear. rhen the
kl'ls arc older, we willgetthe oppotunily to see
somedfrhese. Bu1f.r no( Bon Volage I

tlit
.it
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